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Dear Friends, 
 

Once December comes it will be really hard to evade the litany of  
popular Christmas tunes that assault our ears in supermarkets, shops 
and shopping centres. There will be those that have a certain  
nostalgic charm alongside those that we have already heard on 
enough occasions during our lifetime. There is the danger sometimes 
at church services over the Christmas period that carols take centre 
stage, because they are perceived to be the most popular. Other  
hymns will struggle, often because they are new, to gain a  
hearing. For those who are responsible for creating carol services, it is 
a perpetual challenge to strike the right balance, especially as carols 
will also be sung at a variety of other Christmas services.  
 

So, what makes a good Christmas carol? This feels like a question 
that could create a contentious debate, as people advocate for their 
particular favourite, but it will allow us to consider something of what 
the authors of carols strive to encapsulate. Some are very much  
focused on telling the story, in their own way recounting something of 
the biblical narrative. This can be focused specifically on the events in 
the stable, such as Once in Royal David’s City, while others will offer a 
broader sweep of the narrative, like O Come all ye Faithful. By way of 
difference, some carols focus on the essential theological truth of 
which nativity speaks, the most obvious example is Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing where Charles Wesley, the author, offers an insight into 
the lasting legacy of the child born in the stable come to offer  
humanity the good news. A picture of incarnation is offered as we are 
invited to mull the significance of the child born being the Son of God. 
There is no answer to which is the better option, ideally, Isuppose, we 
would have something of a varied diet to enhance our Christmas  
experience. 
 

To my mind one of the most effective carols is one that with a  
simplicity of structure and words invites us to delve into the mystery of 
Bethlehem’s birth. It was written by Christina Georgina Rosetti in the 
19th century and its three short verses pack in a tremendous amount 
that, if we take the words seriously, invite us to marvel at the news of 
the Christmas season. Can I encourage you to take a few moments to 
ponder these words: 
 

                                    Love came down at Christmas 

Love all lovely, love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas 

Star and angels gave the sign. 
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Worship we the Godhead,  
Love Incarnate, Love divine; 
Worship we our Jesus: 
But wherewith for sacred sign? 

 

Love shall be our token 

Love be yours and love be mine  
Love to God and all the world  
Love for plea and gift and sign. 

 

The thing I like about this carol is that the word love is central and we 
are reminded that love is a powerful commodity; it is something that if 
we truly embrace it, would allow for a very different world. Love has 
the potential to promote peace and tolerance, encourage  
reconciliation and invite us all to look to the story of Jesus and how he 
shows what love can truly achieve. 
 

Let us hope and pray that this Christmas is a time when love will take 
centre stage, and with its positive influence enable us all to sample 
something of its refreshing touch so that we might all continue the 
work of transformation. 
 

Blessings 
 

Richard 
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Deadline for January Magazine 

End of Friday December 19th  

TUESDAY CLUB WEEDON 
 

Tuesday December 9th  
at 7 for 7.30 pm  

 in Weedon Old Schoolroom   
 

A night of 
 “ENTERTAINMENT!”  

                                    
               Followed by light refreshments in enjoyable company! 
                                

We look forward to seeing you. 
Please contact Judy Nagele on 01296 641278   

for more details. 
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The Royal British Legion 
Whitchurch Branch 

(219279) 
 

The door-to-door sale of poppies in the villages raised £2,747.65. £316.00 
was donated by various groups and £943.55 was received from the collec-
tions at the Church Services. 
It is not known how much was donated using QR systems. Many thanks to 
all who helped. 
  

 

Sue Hoskinson makes a magnificent 
Christmas Cake every year to be raffled 
in aid of RBL.  Thanks to Sue, the ticket 
sellers Linda & Barbara & all who     
purchased tickets £210 was raised. The 
lucky winner was Jo Hodges when the 
draw took place at the Farmer Bob 
Quiz on 14th November 

Christmas Cake Raffle for Royal British Legion 
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Wild WeedoŶ 

 

The WeedoŶ Wildlife Group 
aiŵs to protect aŶd proŵote 
wildlife iŶ aŶd arouŶd WeedoŶ 
aŶd Hardwick 

 

After such a mild start to November it seems that Winter has 
finally arrived!  
 

As the solstice approaches, much of our native wildlife is  
keeping its head down. Hedgehogs, bats and badgers should 
be sleeping by now, and squirrels will only come out if there is a 
warm(ish), sunny day. Butterfly activity has slowed down too but 
you may still spot some Red Admirals or Commas stocking up 
on fallen fruit or Ivy nectar. Peacock butterflies over-winter as 
adults, so they can often be found in sheds and garages or in 
that pile of twigs and other debris you deliberately left in a  
corner of the garden! Birds are always active and looking for 
food and we can help with some bird feeders in the garden.  
Further afield, the hedgerows will be full of winter visitors from 
Europe such as Fieldfares and Redwings and in the woods 
Tawny Owls will be getting amorous. They announce their 
courtship with the famous twit-twoo sound which is actually a 
duet. It is started by the female with a sharp ‘twit’  which in  
effect says ‘I’m here is there anyone about’. The male then  
replies with a deeper ‘twoo’ that is a territorial call.  
 

Have you got your Wild Weedon Wildlife Calendar yet (see  
separate advertisement in the magazine)? It is the must have 
item this Christmas. 
 

As always, if you have any further ideas for activities you would 
like us to run or projects you would like us tackle please email: 
contact@wildweedon.org.uk or speak to any member of the 
committee.   
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Louise Davis Catering 

 

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD      
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

 

Tel:  07979 578055 

E: louise.d.1@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bespoke Baking in the 
Heart of Buckinghamshire  

 

If you fancy a sweet treat or 
need something special for a  
get-together, then please 
give Weedon’s Baking Girl 
a call.  
 

All our cakes are made to 
order, and I love  
a good baking challenge. 
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Jeremy Holden 

Carpet Services 
 

 All types of carpet and vinyl flooring 

 supplied and fitted  
Excellent quality carpet supplied 

Fitting only service  
Dry Carpet Cleaning  

Very competitive prices  
Adaptations, Repairs and Alterations 

 

30 years’ experience 
 

Our dry-cleaning system leaves carpets  
clean, dry and fresh instantly 

No job too small 
advice and quotes freely given 

 

Why pay shop prices? 
 

Tel:  01296 711 879   Mobile: 07721 421 608 
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